





% TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The people of
Nineveh believed God and turned from their evil

ways (Jonah 3:1-5, 10).

Psalm — Teach me your ways, O Lord
(Psalm 25).

Second Reading — The world in its present
form is passing away (1 Corinthians 7:29-31).

Gospel — This is the time of fulfillment. The
kingdom of God is at hand (Mark 1:14-20).

Did You Notice new lights in the Sanctuary area?

The new lights on the Sacred Heart and
Blessed Mother statues.

The renovated tabernacle doors and
credence tables.

The re-gilded monstrance for the St.
Anthony relic.

The new larger ciboria for giving out Holy
Communion.

BEQUESTS FOR THE PARISH
If you need help setting up a will let us know in
the office. We are working at providing a free or at
least a discounted service so that anyone who
wishes can have a will drawn up. If you would
consider including a bequest to your parish we
would be most grateful.

ST. FRANCIS INN
During January we are collecting
ATHLETIC SOCKS
Your donations may be left at the Giving Tree.

If you would like to bring the gifts
of Bread and Wine to the altar during
the Offertory Procession or if you cannot
come forward to receive Communion,
' please see an usher before mass.

~

News from St. Joseph Cemetery
St. Joseph Cemetery in Lyndhurst,
whikh is owned by our parish, has developed a
new section for burials. If you are interested in
purchasing a plot in our parish cemetery, kindly
contact the rectory.

l HERE AND NOW l

It happened in the pre-dawn darkness last
Tuesday: a Molotov Cocktail, an incendiary device
of some type, was tossed into the living quarters of
the Rutherford Synagogue. The Rabbi, his wife and
children were in the house at the time, but happily no
injuries were sustained. This quickly made the
national headlines and TV coverage. Many of us
hoped it might be a misguided prank gone wrong but
the official investigation declares it to be a “hate
crime” -a very disturbing thought. There have been
similar incidents elsewhere in Bergen County, also
targeting the Jewish communities.

The response of all people of good will is a
resounding; Not here! Not anywhere! Never again!

On Saturday evening an inter-faith gathering
was held on the Rutherford Campus of Felician
College, attended by clergy of many denominations,
Congressmen, members of governing bodies and just
regular folks who turned out in a show of solidarity
with our Jewish neighbors.

The Rabbi, a gentle soft-spoken man, was
there with his family and amazingly they showed no
fear or anxiety after their frightening ordeal. We
joined in signing songs—some in Hebrew, some
familiar ones e.g. Let There be Peace on Earth; Peace
is Flowing like a River, as the Rabbi and others
played their guitars.

We hope and pray that we have seen the last
of these cowardly and barbarous attacks, as we
remember our common spiritual heritage with all
those of other faiths. SHALOM!

Cc.0’s

St. Joseph’s “Town Hall Meeting” February
(Date to be announced)

Please give some consideration to what you
would hope to see at St. Joseph’s Parish as we
enthusiastically look forward to the future. During a
weekend of February St. Joseph’s will be holding a
“Town Hall Meeting” after each mass in the Children’s
Church area (behind the sacristy). We hope that this
event will afford parishioners a comfortable forum
where they can offer suggestions to be used for the
future planning of the parish in regard to faith-based
programs, building renovations, parish website, etc.. A
suggestion box will also be available at the back of the
church for those who cannot attend the meeting but
would like to participate. (We ask that any issues of a
personal nature be handled privately by calling the

3 rectory and scheduling an appointment.)



RCIA PROGRAM

RCIA classes are held every Wednesday at 7pm
in St. Joseph Parish Rectory Basement. Are you
Considering becoming Catholic> Or are you an adult
Catholic who would like to celebrate First Communion
or Confirmation? If you or anyone you know would like
to find out more about the RCIA process, please call
the Parish Office.

PRE-CANA MARRIAGE PREPARATION

For those who are preparing for Marriage or
planning to get married and all those who want to
convalidate a civil marriage to the Sacrament, are
urged to attend the Pre Cana Marriage Course, which
will be held in St. Joseph Parish Rectory Basement at
8pm every Friday, beginning January 20, 2012. For more
information please call the Parish office.

St. Joseph Parish
East Rutherford, NJ

Extreme MAKEOVER

CATHOLIC EDITION
February 19-22, 2012

You are invited to come and RE-DISCOVER YOUR
CATHOLIC FAITH

Sunday, February 19 TOGETHER we are
CHURCH 7pm

Monday, February 20 THE CHURCH in
MISSION with MARY (come experience a
candlelight procession and the Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick 7pm)

Tuesday, February 21 A VISIT with ST.
FRANCIS of ASSISI 7pm (The night includes the
Sacrament of Reconciliation)

Ash Wednesday, February 22 at 7pm Mass
followed by BE EUCHARIST ALIVE (Eucharistic

Adoration with Praise and Worship)
Conductor:
Sr. Marilyn Minter, CSSF
Felician Franciscan Sisters
Associate Dir. of Youth & Young Adult Ministry for
Archdiocese of Newark

For Your Information
The school auditorium and/or cafeteria are
now available for rental for parties, weddings,
repasts and gatherings. If interested, please
contact the office for details. There is a lower rate
for parishioners

offer the support of our prayers for one
another.

Anyone who asks to be on this prayer list will be
listed for six weeks. After that time, his/her name will be
placed in our Intention Book, which is in the church on the
altar rail in front of the tabernacle.

The following list of people are in acute need of
our prayers:

Rob Buckley, Charles Cloutier, Mike Salvemini,
Dorothy Pell, Barbara Scherer, Stanley Sudol,
Lenore Papale, Daniel Leach, Linda Reynolds,

Claire Palmieri

Q) Remember Prayer List...
Z/Zé\ éf'c‘}( As a community of faith, we

(Please call the Parish Office @ 201-939-0457 if you would
like to add a name to the prayer list.)

Michael Brockway (Afghanistan)

Lt. Patrick Stevens (Iraq 2" tour)
Lance Corp. Kevin Murphy (Afghanistan)
SPC Richard H Foy llI- Afghanistan-2"" tour
CPL Sean Clarkson (Afghanistan)

Please Pray for our Troops

St. Joseph Food Pantry
8 Many thanks to the Inserra Corporation
= E (ShopRite) for their recent sponsorship of our
Wﬁ parish food pantry. Their financial donation will
" enable us to stock the pantry with many of the
foods and supplies that are needed during the winter
months when our inventory runs low. We are especially
in need of peanut butter, macaroni & cheese, canned
fruit, hot cereal, hearty soups, beans, canned vegetables,
tomato sauce and canned tuna.

If would like to support the parish food pantry,
please consider volunteering at the pantry during the
week or, purchasing a gift card in the name of “Food
Pantry”. We thank you for your generosity and continued
support of this ministry.

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY

Bus trip to Showboat Casino on Saturday February
11th. Tickets are $25 (with a return from casino) Bus will leave
St. Joseph’s Rectory at 9am and will return at 8pm.

Coffee and ...will be served at 8am before the trip
and again when we return . Reservation please call president
Dolores McGuire at 201-939-5163.

Our Annual Fish and Chips dinner will be on Ash
Wednesday, February 22nd from 5pm to 7pmin the
Cafeteria. Tickets $12 (adults) and $12 (Children under 12 yrs
of age). Take out is available. Tickets will be on sale after all
week-end masses from February 5th to 19th in the Church
lobby.

No tickets will be sold at door. Marge is general

4 Chairperson and Janet Drogo is ticket Chairperson.



Pope Benedict VI reflection On Being Children: "Each One of
Us Is Willed, Is Loved by God"

Dear brothers and sisters! we celebrate the feast of the
Baptism of the Lord. | would like to propose a brief reflection on
our being children ("figli") of God. First of all let us begin with
our simply being children: this is the fundamental condition that
we all have in common. Not all of us are parents but we are all
certainly children. Coming into the world is never a choice, we
are not asked if we want to be born. But during life, we can
freely develop an attitude toward this life: we can receive it as a
gift and, in a certain sense, "become" that which we already
are: we can become children. This transformation marks a point
of maturity in our being and in our relationship with our
parents, which fills us with gratitude. It is a transformation that
renders us, too, capable of being parents ourselves, not
biologically but morally. We are children in our relationship to
God also.

God is at the origin of the existence of every creature,
and he is Father of every human being in a unique way: God has
with him or her a special, personal relationship. Each one of us is
willed, is loved by God. And in this relationship with God as well
we can, so to say, be "reborn," that is, become what we are.
This happens through faith, through a profound and personal
"yes" to God as origin and foundation of our existence. With
this "yes" | receive life as a gift of the Father who is in heaven, a
Parent whom | do not see but in whom | believe and in the
depths of my heart feel to be my Father and the Father of all my
brothers in humanity, an immensely good and faithful Father.
Upon what is this faith in God the Father based? It is based upon
Jesus Christ: his person and his story reveal the Father to us, he
makes him known to us, insofar as this is possible in this world.
Believing that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, leads us to be
"reborn from above," that is, from God, who is Love (cf. John
3:3).

And let us recall again that no one makes himself a
human being: we are born without our doing anything, the
passivity of our being born precedes the activity of our doing.
The same is true in regard to being Christian: no one can make
himself a Christian by his own will alone; being Christian also
precedes our doing: we must be reborn in a new birth. St. John:
"To those who received him he gave the power to become
children of God" (John 1:12). This is the meaning of the
sacrament of baptism; baptism is this new birth that precedes
our doing. With our faith we can encounter Christ, but only he
can make us Christians and give our will, our desire, an answer,
the dignity, the power - which we do not have ourselves - of
becoming children of God.

The Lord's baptism concludes the Christmas season.
Let us give thanks to God for this great mystery, whichis a
source of regeneration for the Church and the whole world.
God made himself the son of man so that man might become
son of God. Let us restore, therefore, the joy of being children:
as men and as Christians; born and reborn to a new divine
existence: born from the love of a father and a mother, and
reborn in the love of God, through baptism. We ask the Virgin
Mary, Mother of Christ and of all those who believe in him, to
help us live truly as children of God, not by words, or not by
words alone, but by deeds. St. John further writes: "This is his
commandment: that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus
Christ and that we love one another, according to the precept
that he gave us" (1 John 3:23).

Scripture Class Beginning March 1st at 7 PM
The parish would like to offer a Scripture class to those
who are interested in deepening their faith and
knowledge of the Word of God and what it means for
our life. The readings will be focused on the following
people from the Old and New Testaments: Adam &
Eve, Abraham, Jacob or Israel, Moses, Joshua, John the
Baptist, and Mary. The classes will be on Thursdays at 7
PM for one hour. A New Jerusalem Bible is highly
recommended so we can all read from the same text.
To register please call the parish office.

WORLD DAY OF CONSECRATED LIFE

Since 1997 the Universal Church celebrates World
Day for Consecrated Life close to the feast of the
Presentation of the Lord, February 2. Next Sunday the
Archdiocese will observe this day with a special emphasis
on the call to consecrated life in today’s world. The
celebration will take place on Sunday, February 5th at the
noon mass at the Cathedral basilica of the Sacred Heart.
All are invited.

Faith Formation- Sunday Connection
Footprints...

Last week | wrote about the seven seasons in
the church year. My last paragraph stated; “These are
the seasons of our life. As we move through them let
us remember that we do not walk alone. Jesus Christ
our Lord and Savior walks with us every step of the
way.” | was reminded of the story which | am sure
many are familiar with.

Footprints in the Sand : by Mary Stevenson

One night | dreamed | was walking along the
beach with the Lord. Many scenes from my life flashed
across the sky. In each scene | noticed footprints in the
sand. Sometimes there were two sets of

Uy
footprints, other times there were one (& O"-e,
set of footprints. This bothered me (o o

because | noticed that during the low ™/ 5 Q f
periods of my life, when | was suffering 3 9
from anguish, sorrow or defeat, | could Qo
see only one set of footprints.

So | said to the Lord, “You promised me Lord
that if | followed you, you would walk with me always.
But | have noticed that during the most trying periods of
my life there have only been one set of footprints in the
sand. Why, when | needed you most, have you not been
there for me?”

The Lord replied, “The time when you have seen
only one set of footprints, is when | carried you.”

As the seasons of our lives unfold during this
year, let us remember and teach our children in whose
footsteps we do follow.

The Lord be with you.



Wish List:
Brothers and Sisters: Please be generous since the Lord has been good to us! He has made it possible to make
some of the much needed renovations in the rectory building including the kitchen (still waiting on the cabinets) at a
very low price. And even to make a few important improvements in the church (renovated doors, credence tables,
including the one with the pieta in the front vestibule, candle stands, and tabernacle doors.)
God always repays us a hundred to one. Let us pray for this and see if we can stretch a bit to do some or all of
the items below:

Fix and repaint interior church $24,000
Replace church rug and renovate floors $20,000
Upgrade our bell strikers and controller $11, 000
Outside church landscaping $ 6,000
Improve and update electric $ 6,000
Restore lighting fixtures (smaller ones) $ 1,500 each
Credence table $ 1,200
Candle holders (6) $ 375each
Tabernacle doors (2) $ 250each
Replace convent windows $20,000
Replace school roof $10,000
Re-sand convent floors $ 6,000

Also let us know your suggestions that you would like to see on the Wish List.

Parish Fundraising

Scrip Gift Cards

$25 ShopRite and $25 Stop & Shop gift cards are available at the back of
' the church after each mass as well as order forms for gift cards for many popular
. retailers. Order forms are also available on the parish website under “Parish
Life” — “Fundraising”. Ordered gift cards can be picked up at the back of the
church after mass or at the rectory office on Friday mornings only. Please make
payment at the time of order using either cash (preferable) or check. (Please be
aware that orders paid for by check will take an additional week to process.) For more information
please contact Eugenia Roman at 201-893-4897 or eromanos5@yahoo.com

Community Alliance Program from Boiling Springs Savings Bank

The Community Alliance Program (CAP) from Boiling Springs Savings Banks
affords community organizations like St. Joseph’s Church to earn extra income entirely
through the participation of its members. Representatives from Boiling Springs Savings
Bank will be at all of the masses this weekend for “Sign-Up Day”. Information on this
program can also be found on our website under “Parish Life” - “Fundraising”. For
more information please contact Eugenia Roman at 201-893-4897 or
eromanos5@yahoo.com or Debbie Cannariato (Boiling Springs Bank) at 201-507-2137.

Affinity Membership Program from TD Bank Coming Soon

The Affinity Membership Program from TD Bank offers
another very easy way for St. Joseph’s Church to earn extra income
Ba“k entirely through the participation of its members. TD Bank will
make an annual donation to St. Joseph’s Church based upon the
average balance of the members’ designated accounts. All
member’s and organization account information is kept strictly confidential. If you already have an
account(s) at TD Bank, you can contact a bank representative and let them know that you would like to

participate in the program. More information about this program will follow in the near future.

America’s Most Convenient Bank®



