














Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Living Stewardship Now

Is your prayer too formal?
Do you have difficulty with the idea of God as Father?
Try talking to “Abba” as your closest friend.

WHO’S YOUR DADDY?

We all know the Lord’s Prayer by heart, right? How easily it easy rolls off our tongues—but when was the
last time you stopped and gave it some thought, phrase by phrase? Jesus’ disciples were certainly used to memorized
prayer. They were required by Jewish law to say the prayer beginning “Hear, O Israel” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5) every
day of their lives. Those words are so sacred that most Jewish people hope to have these words on their lips at death.
The disciples, however, have learned that Jesus does not limit himself to what the law requires. So they say, “Teach
us to pray.” He responds, “When you pray, say ‘Father’. . .” This is a shock. Jesus uses a child’s version of “Father,”
the word “Abba,” which means “Daddy” or “Papa.” No believing Jew says God’s name—it is simply too holy—so
“Lord” or “The Blessed One” is used instead. Jesus is showing us that we are not distant from God up there in the
sky, but close to God’s heart like a babe in arms. We can speak in absolute trust, knowing that God will hear us. We
honor God for who God is, pray for the Kingdom to be among us, to be fed daily with what we need to nourish body
and soul, for the power to forgive others as we know that God forgives us. Finally we pray—and the words in Eng-
lish sound odd—not to be led into temptation. As if God really would. What Jesus’ original words meant were more
like “Please do not put us to the test” for, as beloved children, we do not want to disappoint our Abba who loves us.

This prayer helps us to strip away all complications in our relationship with God and know that God always listens.
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LISTENING TO GOD

Familiarity, in the case of the Lord’s Prayer,
probably hasn’t bred contempt in most of us, but it
certainly can breed a kind of inertia. The words we
speak in prayer run the same risks as all our other
human words: they can be spoken hastily,
thoughtlessly, carelessly. In a manner parallel to the
words we say in the Lord’s Prayer—"“forgive us as we
forgive others”—today might be the day to invite God
to “listen to us as well as we listen to you.” Today

HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT THE REVISED
ROMAN MISSAL?

Are changes being made to the celebration
of Mass? What are these changes?

Actually, it is not the celebration of Mass that is
changing. All of the parts and the order of the Mass as
we know it today will stay the same and there will be no
changesto the readings we hear at Mass. However, some

might be the day to listen to the Lord’s Prayer with
newly attentive ears.

Let us learn from the example of Luke’s Jesus, who
would not instruct others how to pray until he himself
had been a man of prayer. Moreover, listen carefully to
the follow-up Jesus gives for the prayer itself. In our
quick-fix society we must heed the call to persistence;
in a world that puts glib explanations on difficult
situations we must continue to seek and knock; in our
all-too-humanness, we must be open to the patience,
grace, and wisdom of the will of God. Do we want the
Lord to listen to our voice? Maybe we can start by

listening to God’s.
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of the words that are used in the prayers said by the
priest at Mass and in the responses of the people will be
changing. This is because the English transiation of the
revised third edition of the Roman Missal (Missale
Romanum)is going to be issued in the future. The Roman
Missal is the ritual text for the celebration of Mass
currently referred to as the sacramentary, the red book
used by the priest at Mass. The revision in the wording of
prayers, acclamations and responses is being made to
reflect a truer translation in English of the original Latin
text in this third edition of the Roman Missal. Many of
the revisions are also more deeply rooted in scripture.
These changes won't take effect for quite some time as
we await the final approval of the English translation
from the Vatican. But they’re coming! And it’s time to
prepare. To learn more about it, please visit the website
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops at:

www.uscch.org/romanmissal




